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apVERTISEMuENT. 


THE following Letters will explain themſelves in an ample 


manner ; but to thoſe who have not time to read the whole 
it may be well to explain ſimply this, that there are two 


different procedures commenced, The Partners of the 


Original Security Bank have given bail in the accuſation 


of a miſdemeanor, and they have ſued the Governor 
and Company of the Bank of England, for refuſal to pay | 


looo. on their Notes. The Law of the Land will deter- 
mine in both caſes, and Engliſhmen will determine in their 


" own minds, whether at a time when the Bank has ſet aſide 
by its own proper authority the Jaw of payments for debts, 


it does not ſeem ſtrange that the ſame body ſhould be per- 
mitted to hold to bail men for an open, a fair, and an 


uſeful operation, under the title of a Crime and Miſde- 
meanor, The ſuit againſt the Bank of England was not 


commenced, nor intended, till after that body had begun 
its offenſive meaſures; and on the Trial it will appear by 
the moſt reſpectable Evidence, that propoſitions were actu- 


ally made for ſuggeſting a means of aiding the Bank of 
England—and that the Original Security Bank have not 


confined themſelves to being mere well-wiſhers to this 
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TO THE PUBLIC. 


IT; Is ith much pain to myſelf that ,obliged toit by 


circumſtances, I publith the foll wing letter. I have 
no enmity againſt the Bank of England; I have 
indeed often defended it—When Thomas Paine 


repreſented our Natioflal Finance as on the brink 


of ruin when he conſidered it as the heel of Achil- 
les, and levelled his ſhaft there I feel a pleaſure 


in reflecting that I ſtood forward /e fir? to repel 


the attack, employing for that purpoſe both be | 
and tone: — I have long had reaſon to think 
that it was a determined point among thc 


enemies of this country, to ruin its credit ; ; 


have ſtood publicly forward, on more than one 
occaſion, in ſupport of our reſources, but I did 


not then foreſce that our Financial ruin was to 
come from another quarter. I did not expect 
that under the appearance of a Requeſt of Council 


(requeſt is a word nearly allied to REQUISITION,) 
the Bank ſhould venture to {top Fonts With 


„ 


money in its coffers to pay, and, by the ſham 


appearance of a double RESPONSIBILITY, avoid | 
all reſponſibility. 


My heart bleeds to aſk what is become of 
Engliſh honour, of Engliſh faith; 1 have often 
gloried in contrafting our conduct in matters 
of finance with that of our rivals the French, 
but I confeſs, ſince the fatal 27th of F ebruary, 
I can do that no more. 


When the French ſhut up their Bank, there 


was an outcry all over Europe, and the howl of 


contempt was no where louder than in England, 
yet they only did it when their coffers were al- 

moſt empty: their credit expired by degrees, and 
the act of power was with them an act of neceſſity. 
Here in England, the Bank Directors, without 
pretending to have any authority for that pur- 
Poſe, without ſhewing the neceſſity of the mea- © 
fure, and without condeſcending to explain their 
motives, ſtop payment, and ſet their creditors at 
defiance, in the face of laws and of juſtice, drag- 
ging, with that meaſure, innumerable ills upon 
the country. 


Leaving to themſelves toſettle the real motives 
of the moſt unfortunate act that ever took place, 
I muſt, though reluctantly, call the public at- 
tention to a tranſaction on which the courts of 
juſtice, will ultimately decide, but the tribunal 
whole acquittance I defire, 1s the public tribunal, 
—it is to the general voice that I appeal. _ 


: > Ts Okr1GINAL SECUR ITY BANK, eſtabliſhed 
ſince December laſt, is founded upon the moſt ſolid . 
and the faireſt principle that is poſſible ; its plan 


is well known, and has been publiſhed to all the 


world—In this Bank I am a Partner; but Mr. 


6 


J. C. Hartſinck“ is the principal; he has dedicated 
a fortune to it which is far more than ſufficient 
for the purpoſe, added to which, he dedicates 
: his time, —his intelligence, and what is better 
1 than all, a rectitude of conduct that defies attack. 
4 This Bank, which iſſues notes upon real lecu- 
rities of 51. and upwards, payable at fixt periods, 
determined, when the Bank of England ſuſpen- 
died its payments, to aid the circulation of the 
country by iſſuing promiſes for 20s. and {mailer 
ſums on demand, but payable in Notes of the Bank 
of England. The irregular conduct of the Bank of 
England in refuſing to pay its Notes, and withhold- 
ing the ſpecie in its poſſeſſion, has made it im- 
poſſible to find Monty to pay notes and bills. 
It appeared, not only a fair but a neceſſary mea- 
| fare, to expreſs in what the holder of our promiſes 
was to be paid, as caſh and bank paper are not 
now of equal value, and it is a fact, that there 
are few merchants or bankers in England who are 
not liable to be arrested for payment of their 
bills, as Bank Notes are not a legal tender, as no 
other can be made. 


A law was enacted in the oath of Geo. III. to 
prevent the more effectually the forgery of the 
Notes of the Governor and Company of the Bank 
of e and for e che We a 


* Mr. kan wien fs ill acknowledged bythe King | 
of Pruffia, the Duke of Brunſwick, and the Princes of 
the circle of Lower Saxony (of whom the Elector of 

Hanover is one) as Plenipotentiary of their High 
Mightineſſes; therefore to him I think ſome reſpect 
was due, at leaſt it might have been ſhewn without 

any danger. ” 


(67) 
falſe credit by the imitation of the notes or bills 
of the ſaid Governor and Company. 


It was made, as the preamble of this Law 
ſlates; to prevent certain perſons from imitating 
the Bank of England Notes, ſo as to deceive ig- 
norant people. Upon this law the Solicitor and 
the ſervants of the Bank of England thought 
proper to come laſt Tueſday when two clerks 
were employed in the Bank Coffee-houſe in ac- 
commodating the public with change, the Bank 
of England not being able to do it faſt enough. 

1 had \ very luckily juſt cailed there to fee how it 
went on, when ſeveral perſons came there to aſk by 
what authority ſuch notes were ifſued, and re- 
queſted I would ſtep over with them to the 
Lord Mayor. I did ſo with the greateſt readi- 
neſs; but, not finding the Lord Mayor in the 
public room, the Bank Solicitor requeſted me 
to wait a moment and he would bring the Lord 
Mayor. Not finding that he returned, in about 
a quarter of an hour, I went to the private 
room, and found the magiſtrate and ſolicitor 
who had ſettled the matter, determining that 
one of our notes was intended to imitate the 
notes of the Bank of England, and to deceive the 

public, and therefore amounted to miſdemeanor. 


The Lord Mayor with great gravity and ſtate 
looking at the note ſaid, ** I do believe this 
note is iſſued with intent to pals for a note of 
the Bank of England.“ I had come under his 
roof by invitation, and I was there arreſted to- 
| gether with two clerks, who certainly at leaſt 


_ ought to have been left at liberty. Bail, his 


Lordſhip ſaid, was neceſſary.— As to the of- 
«© fence,” ſaid he gravely, © it is a very ſerious 
6 one, and I TL, conſult my brethren on the 585 


1 


« Bench as to the amount.” The gold chain, the 
 {pencer, and the gown being put on, off went 
his Lordſhip to the Bench, and we remained in 

cuſtody of a very honeſt fellow who acted as 
door ene and conſtable to the Bank of Eng- 
land. I ſent to Mr. Hartſinck and to our Soli- 


Citor, but ſtill the Lord Mayor was abſent and 


we knew not the amount of the bail : his Lord- 
ſhip returned about four o'clock. I demanded to 
know to what amount the bail was required, and 
he refuſed to inform me, not by any means with 


good humour; preſuming, I ſuppoſe, that he 


was ſpeaking to a felon. 


In about half an hour, however, his opinion 
changed, and he ſent a perſon to ſignify to me 
the bail wanted; I aſked if the N would do 
and he anſwered no. 


All this evidently 8 to be in ts to 
drag out the buſineſs till we could be ſent to 
priſon : the plan ſucceeded, and we were com- 
mitted to the Compter, where, before the bail 

could be arranged, we ſtaid two hours. In the 

mean time, payment was demanded of the Bank 
for the ſum of oNE THOUSAND, POUNDS OF 
THEIR NOTES, which being refuſed, an action 
was commenced againſt them for non payment. 


In calling the public attention to this ſubje ct, 
my wiſh is to Prevent miſrepreſentation; and 
above all to explain, and maintain, that ſince the 
Bank of England does not pay, all promiſſory 


notes ſhould contain a clauſe expreſſing the man- 


ver of their payments, whether in notes or caſh 
that is to ſay, they 5hould contain the very words 
for which wwe were attacked. 


4 


As to the merits of the caſe, the Lord Mayor 
when the bail was given, told them and us, 
there were two charges which mult be bailed ;— 
ſo that it is probable I am to be attacked for a 
double offence ; particularly as a copy of the in- 
formation was refuſed, and as the inſolence of 
_— was puſhed fo far as to refuſe even a iet 
Of it 


Our Notes are of 6 a very different ſhape from 
thoſe of the Bank of England, —We ſhall on the 


trial prove, that we have refuſed to give any re- 


ſemblance to the Bank of England Notes ; ; and . 


we ſhall prove by the evidence of ſome men very 


high in office, that fo far from being enemies to 
the Bank of England, we had made an offer to 


communicate a plan by which credit might be 
reſtored: an anſwer, accepting this offer upon 
certain conditions, was delivered to me acroſs 
the bars of the priſon, where our ſolicitor was 
refuſed admittance, and where I was confined at 5 


the ſuit of the Bank. 


Such are the facts which I apprehend n 


juſtify me in appealing to the public, and in preſent- 
ing every day a few notes for payment, thereby 
conſtraining the Bank of England either to pay in 
gold, or to obtain a law ſuſpending all iſſues in 


caſh : taking God and my country to witneſs 


that ſelf-defence alone, forces me to take a ſtep 
contrary to my wiſhes, and inimical to the cre- 
dit of a company which was till lately confidered 
as the corner ſtone of the finances of all Europe, 


and which was in a more particular manner con- 
ſidered as the barrier placed eren Om” 


W + and French Fare, 


London, March 8, 179). 


— 


27 Taz following Letter was written on Satur- 
day laſt, and delivered at four o'clock 
into the hands of the Governor himſelf. 


IN -D 


To THE GOVERNOR ax» DIRECTORS 
OF THE BANK OF ENGLAND. 


GENTLEMEN, 


E ſhould wiſh to believe that you are 

. ignorant of the unneceſſary and unjuſtifiable rudeneſs 

. with which we were treated laſt Tueſday at the 
it of the Bank of England: We are convinced 
that it is neceſſary to vindicate ouſelves to the world 
at large, and to repel openly an attack which ſeems 
intentionally to have been made with publicity; and 
For this purpoſe We have erat but not antes 
the caſe. 


\ 


Ne enſuing trial will be to us a triumph, and 
"il ſhew that we lade neither er red againſt the 


meaning nor the letter of the Act of Parliament of 
the Thirteenth of Geo. III. on which one of us was 
committed to priſon, nor againſt any other Lat; 

aud it will appear by the evidence of Mr. Pitt and 
Mr. Roſe, and two other reſpectable Members of 
Parliament, that we were actually in treaty with - 
Miniſters concerning a mode of enabling your Bank 
to reſume its payments : and that, far from wiſhing 
to endanger public credit, we wanted to augment it, 


380 We have had the beſt advice, and are per- 
| fectly eaſy, as to the reſult of a Trial, on all the 
FOUR COUNTS alleged againſt us: but in the mean 
time, to do away the effet on the public mind, 
occaſioned by the harſh treatment we have met with, 
we apprehend it is neceſſary to give publicity to the 
affair: However, as the Nate of public credit does 
not court ſuch diſcuſſions at preſent, we think proper 
to ſay, that though much hurt, yet if any mode can 
be thought of by you to accommodate this matter, 
we are prepared to give up ſomething to the intereſts 
of the nation at large, by a private and honourable 
accommodation. We know that, though a large 
and reſpectable body, the Bank of England muſt ul. / 
 timately obey the laws of the country, as well as we; 
we know alſo, that expoſing this buſineſs in full 
form will at this time be productive of very diſ- 
[4 agreeable ſenſations to you, and that many things 
1 will be touched upon that it is not the general in- 
_ tereſt to have brought before the Public: It is for 


* 


this reaſon we give you previous information of 
what we are about to do; obſerving, that till Mon- 
day at twelve o'clock, we ſhall be ready to hear 
any propofitions that wy be made 40 ws on your. 
part. 

We are not ignorant that this letter may be 
conſtrued into an act of fear; and, if you have the 
ſame violent adviſers that acted laſt Tueſday, they 
will repreſent it as ſuch :—but, even at that riſque, 
we ſend it you; for it Twill be a proof to the whole 
world of the reluctance, with which we publiſh 
what Wwe would wiſh to conceal. 


We remain, 
Gentlemen, 
Your moſt Ovedient 
Humble Servants, 
HARTSINCK & CO. 


| ORIGINAL SECURITY BANK, 


MARCH 11, 1797. 


THE GOVERNOR AND DIRECTORS 
. 


THE BANK OF ENGLAND. 


SIRS, 
LTHOUGH I FR not 1 bins in | what 


capacity one ought to addreſs you, yet I am 
conſtrained to do it in ſome way or other, .and 
if it ſhould, upon inveſtigation, turn out that 
you have forfeited your title of directors in conſe- 
quence of your having ſuſpended your payments, 
which as Lord Grenville {aid in the Houle of 
| Lords, you did of your own authority, I hope you 

will excuſe me 2 giving. you a title which 
was reckoned ſo honourable while the Bank did 
fulfil its engagements. 


Your title of Directors makes me © fuppoſe that 
your ſervants follow your directions I cannot 
therefore be angry with that honeſt fellow 
Thomas Carter, who, under the heavy cloak 
of a Bank door-keeper, conceals the little ſtick 
of a city conſtable ; fuch a man muſt obey. 
cannot be angry with Mr. Adlett, nor w A 
Mr. Kaye; the one your clerk, the other 


( 10 ) 


your ſolicitor—they alſo obeyed dire&ions, at 


leaſt ſo I am permitted to preſume.—I 


cannot even be angry with the famous Abram 
Newland, whoſe name on paper was more Va- 
lued than the ſovereign's picture in gold, for 


he alſo is a man sETT UNDER AUTHORITY, 


and probably he acted by ſuch when he ob- 


tained from the Miſtreſs of the Bank Coffee- 


houſe a Twenty Shillings promiſe without giving 
value for it, and which note belonged to our 


| houſe: I have, however, ſome reaſon to be angry 


with you as the movers of the ſtrings by which 


the puppets play.—Enveloped in the myſtery 
of a chartered body, which received a right to 


iſſue notes, and has aſſumed a practice of not 


paying them, 1 muſt be permitted to explain 


to you a little what I have a right to do, and 5 
what I will do.— I was invited by your Solicitor 


and your clerk to accompany them yeſterday to 


the Manſion Houſe, where I was arreſted at 
your ſuit.— Vour conduct has reduced all the 
individuals in this country who have any debts 


to pay, to ſuch a ſituation that they may 


be arreſted without a power of paying—do you 


know, Gentlemen, that your notes have become 


the circulating medium of this country, and 
that you have, by ſuſpending the payments, 


rendered it extremely difficult tor any individual 
to make a legal tender for his debts. 


It is at this moment, Gentlemen, when. your 


conduct has laid at leaſt three-fourths of this 
nation under the ſituation of being impriſoned, 


that you impriſoned me; and why, Gentlemen? 


—gecauſe on the Notes "of the Bank in which I 
am a partner, we had the honeſty to name the 


* 


5 


mode of payment, We ſaid we would pay in 
your notes, becauſe we did not chuſe to make a 
promiſe, indicating go/d and paying in paper. 


Now, Gentlemen, as you did not pay the 
| thouſand pounds which we preſented to you 
yeſterday, and for which an action is begun 
againſt you, permit me to alleviate the feelings 
which the inſolence of office and the law's dela) 
_ awaken, by occafionally amuſing myſelf at your 
expenſe, and examining the conſequences of your 
MN Aas to the caules, I do not know them. 


1 ſhall leave for the moment my little affair, 
and conſider that of my country, which is a very 


great and a very ſerious one much more ſo than 
you, I believe, conceive it to be. 


As ſto external intereſts, England has got a 
wound that it will perhaps never recover: you 
have done the worſt thing you could do; and 
you have done it in the worſt way. 


Rather than wiſh to be thought poor, you 
allow yourſelves to be thought faithleſs :—Are 
you ignorant, then, that good faith is a more 
| ſolid guarantee, a better baſis for credit, than 
gold and filver? Why did the Bank of England 
enjoy great credit ?—Becauſe the Government of 
the Country could not dive into its cellars ; and 
becauſe the Directors were ſuppoſed to be men 
of honour, who would apply the money in their 
| hands to fulfil their engagements. 


As to the quantity of gold, we PI 1 
that there could not be ſufficient to pay all the 


notes on demand; but 1 long as you PH all 


* 


( 12 ) 


that were preſented, nothing more could be 
expected ; the Public repoſed on the integrity 
and good conduct of the Directors, knowing 
that the Miniſter of this country could not put 
in requiſition the money of the Bank, as might 
be done in Turkey, Algiers, and ſuch like 


Places. 


Up on the laws of the country and the good 
8450 of the Directors, the Public did rely; 


and not on the quantity of gold: — but, Gentle- 5 
men, (I would ſay, Sirs,) you have ſhewn us that 


the laus of che country are waſte Per. 


You have permitted the Miniſter to retain the 


property of the public creditors ; and you have 
not ſhewn the courage, the honeſt indignation 
of Engliſhmen, when Lord Grenville diſclaimed 
the act (any further than as being a friendly hint 


to you to . e your payments) I ſay, you had 


not the courage to recommence your payments, 


and, like honeſt men, when the laſt guinea was 
gone, to ſay—* Here we ſtand ; we cannot make 


I gold, but our accounts are ready.” 


At Guildhall, ſuch a declaration is expected 
from an honeſt man when he ſtops payment; 


but you (like Robeſpierre) have one line of 
moral conduct for a public body, and another 


for an individual. Gentlemen, let me tell you, 
that moral principles, like axioms in mathe- 
matics, are unalterable; - men may not, per- 
haps, always adhere to them, but the Creator of 


the Univerſe does not on that account alter his 
laws, nor can men's hearts, in which any princi- 


ple of juſtice is engraved, conceive the Pr l 


of a change. 


3 


Did you, in the plenitude of your power and 
wiſdom, ever conſider, that now when the charm 
is broken, now that Harlequin has loſt his ſword, 
and that you have accompliſhed in your delirium 
of obedience what Thomas Paine predicted a 
year ago ſay, Gentlemen, did you conſider 
that peace with our enemies is now become im- 
practicable? Do you conſider that the French 
have a triumph, which in their greateſt arro- 
gance they ſcarcely ever dared to expect Vou 
have ſold our birth-right for a meſs of pottage 
Our birth-right was credit above all the nations 
on earth; but now, ſay our enemies, The 
8 pitcher i is broken at the well, and the wheel 
0 broken at the ciſtern.“ 


It was, at leaſt, your duty to 125 an effort; 
but you did not make one or, if you did, ” 
a veil is thrown over that honourable tranſaction. | 
You' conceal what you ought to be proud to 
 ſhew—nay, what 1 think you ought to be con- 
{trained to ſhew; and you have ſhewn that 
which I think you ought to have endeavoured 
to congeal. 


Had you yielded to ct” as I did yeſter- 
day, when 1 remained two hours in priſon at 
your ſuit, then you would have ſtood acquitted | 
But, no! the ſame paper on which (with an ef- 
e that has no example, and which I hope 
will have no imitators,) you declare that you 
have money, you alſo declare you will not pay it 
to your creditors. : 


is then the lau Cofiiended; e en ; 
and the country brought to the verge of deſtruc- 


and when we ceaſe to do that the now of ae 
will be => for er. 6:50:39 n 


E 


tion, by twenty-four private men, elected by 
ſome more private men? and are Engliſhmen 
drowned in deſpair ſo deep, or inebriated with 


proſperity to ſuch a degree, that even thi is is to 


be paſſed over? 
When I conſider the e that are 


the moſt viſible or immediate, ſuch are my re- 
flexions; but when I conſider the various evils 


that long train of individual woe which is dragg ed 


after this meaſure, I confeſs I have no "words to 
expreſs what I teel. 


It is not the perſonal . done to me 


yeſterday which makes me feel, nor is it revenge 
which makes me expreſs my feelings ; 3 but I do 
it from the conviction impreſſed upon me yeſter- 
day, that you have neither the capacity, nor the 


prudence, nor the patriotiſm, to enable you to 


: ſhut that dreadful door which you have opened : 


—as that is my opinion, 1 ſpeak it, to prevent 
the evils which you may deins down on your 


- devoted. country. 


Do you know that thoufarids. of induſtbions | 


artizans muſt ſtarve on account of this ſtop- 
| Pages and that probably there are more hungry | 
be 


lies now in England than you have guineas in 
your bank? Do you know that if once paper 
becomes a nuiſance, which it will do {6 foon as 
it cannot be exchanged for gold, there is no 
power on earth . of making it ferve again 
for a ſign to repreſent property? Do you conft- 


der that without ſuch a ſign, we can neither ma- 


nufacture goods nor fell them in foreign markets; 


("$3 


l Tam in hopes, nay, I am very confident, that 
Engliſhmen will ſoon feel what they have to ex- 

ped, and, recollecting what they have formerly 
done, they will make an exertion and fave the 
nation: but then they muſt, ſo far as concerns 
credit, change the tools they work with. 


I might naturally have expected that, ſenſible 
of the neceſſity for {mall notes created by your ſtop- 
page, you would either have provided them your- 
felves, or looked on with pleaſure when you ſaw 
others doing what you either could not or would 
not do: but in this, how much was I miſtaken! 
you not only deſire to prevent the accommodation 
of the public, but you have gone ſo far as to uſe 
ſuch meaſures as are never admiſſible with men 
who act openly, and who, beginning on a fair 
| baſis, court inquiry, and offer reſponſibility. | 


The Original Security Bank does not aſk for ſe- 
cret commuttees, it openly calls on all the bankers 
in London to inſpect its accounts, and therefore 
the ſort of proceeding employed againft criminals 
was not neceſſary, aud conſequently not fuſtiſiable. 


I have but little more te ſay, I am tired of the 
expoſing your imprudence, your raſhneſs, and 
your folly, and therefore I ſhall finiſh with re- 

commending it to you to reflect ſeriouſly | 
upon the importance of every ſtep you take, as 
it is a caſe that involves the credit of the nation. 
Mc are, as Mr. Hume ſaid, playing at cudgels in a 
china ſhop, and forry I am, that the china is 
neither yours nor mine, and that therefore, ve 
have not a right to break thoſe precious vaſes, 
worked by the hands of our forefathers, and 
gelivered down to us without a crack or without 


a flaw ;—let them be preſerved for the ſake of 


ourſelves and of our children. It is this deſire, 


it is this wiſh, that prevents me from entering 
into {ome other details, which your conduct 
would warrant ; and I hope my wrongs will not 
be carried fo far, as to make me unyell what I 


ſhquid wiſh to conceal. | 
Farewell, Gentlemen, for the moment ; re- 


commence your payments if you can, and you 


ſhall find that I ſhall be the firſt to rejoice in a 
meaſure, ſo neceſſary for the welfare of England. 


WILLIAM PLAYFAIR. 


_ Oxn161Nar SECURITY Bank, 
March 8, 1797. 


TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE © 


THE LORD MAYOR OF LONDON. 


DIRECTOR OF THE BANK UF ENGLAND, 
Se. Oe. Oc. 


ux LORD, 


de I was vided 1 by the 
Solicitor to the Bank of . to 
come over to your Lordſhip, I expeCted that the 
firſt magiſtrate in the firſt city in the world, 
would have ſo far felt the dignity of his ſituation, 
not to have given a partial hearing. Had 
ur Lordſhip any right to gear the Bank Solici- 
tor's charge pin me,when I was waiting but not 
ke 9 ? I aſk for information. Upon the whole 
of this tranſaction, though I have reaſon to be 
diſpleaſed with your Lordſhips* conduct, I was 
in ſome degree indemnified by the farcical gravity | 
with which your Lordſhip declared“ that you 
« verily believed a Note of our Bank was intended 
eto imitate the Bank of England N otes, and to 
« deceive the Public.“ 


I thought to mylelf, this is a Lord Mayor,— 
I never knew any Lord Mayors, and they are not 
like common men, for a common man would ſay 
that having taken ſuch pains to explain in the 
NN dee that it was W in Nauk of England 
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Notes, would plainly indicate that it is not a. 
Bank Note, beſides it 18 neither of the form nor 
the ſi2e.— 


Any body but a Lord Mayor would have con- 
ſidered, that the publicity we put on our Bank 
ſkreened us from any ſuſpicion of wiſhes to de- 
ceive : any body but a Lord Mayor would have 
thought, that it would have been fair to have 
told me, or to have {ent me word, what bail was 
required. 


Have you forgot, my Lord, that you were a 
man before you were a mayor; that you lived 
in a {mall houſe, before you got into the Man- 
ſion-houſe: or, if you have not forgot this, how 

comes it that you treated me as you did? Could 
you not recollect ſome. letters that you wrote to 
me many years ago, thanking me for my publi- 
_ cations on Finance? or libe other great men, 
hare you loſt your memory? 


' Now, my Lord, I muſt tell you, t that when 
you could not but know, that ſincegthere are two 
modes of payment, the one in caſh, and the 
other 1n paper, it has become neceſſary to ſtate 
in which of the two a note or bill 1s to be paid ; 
you might alſo have conſidered that the in- 
ducement to filch the credit of the Bank of 
England is not quite ſo great as it was 
in 1773. When you found (which any man 
but a Lord Mayor would have done) that there 
was a very ſufficient and a good reaſon for the 
tka words objected to, you might have ſuppoſed it. 
e was poſſible to have that good reaſon ; or can it 
1 69 be poſſible that amongſt the Commiſſaries of the 
, Army, and at head quarters in Flanders, you 
wi found ſo much deceit that you think all men 
deceivers. This ay be ſome excuſe; but, my 


48 
Lord, you ſhould have acquired ſome urbanity 
amongſt Britiſh Officers, and not miſtake the 


ermine on your gown for the ſkin of a bear, as 
in PoeE's time, who fad— 


« The fur that warms a Monarch, warmed a Pear.” 


He was a terrible wag that ſame Pope, and 
9094 to laugh at Lord Mayors, therefore I do 
think he ought to have been committed, but 
probably the Lord Mayors then thought it better 
to join in the laugh about calepaſh and ca/epee. 


The Bank of England is certainly a very re- 
ſpectable eſtabliſhment, beſides that, my Lord, 
| you are one of the Directors; ſo that, I ſup- 
poſe, if all the inhabitants of Weſtminſter (a few 
_ treaſury men excepted could) offend the Bank, 
and come within your diſtrict, you would com- 
mit them without heſitation.—It was alluding 
to a tranſaction like this, that a ſtupid fellow in 
France ſaid un barbier raſe Pautre. As you 
| learnt French at the fiege of Valenciennes, you muſt 
underſtand that; befides all the Commiffaries 


of Accounts, perfectly well know how that ope- 
ration was performed. 


We ſhall ſome day, I hope, ſee written e on an 
obeliſk, erected at the end of Garlick Hill, or ſome 
other ſuch elegant place, The Rules of the Mayor 


alty of Brook W, atſon, Eſq. Citizen, Musician and 
Ink Director, beginning with, 


Thou ſhalt not take in vain, the name of 
the Bank of England; neither ſhall it be graven 

on iron, on steel, nor on braſs, nor any any like- 
neſs thereof, and albeit all Notes are at this time 
payable in Bank of England Notes yet it ſhall be 
a high crime and miſdemeanor, to fay that they 
are ſo payable; and as it is more honourable to go 


ge 5 Bo 
. n for debt, than for eng; it * | 
oy will my order, and I Biol Watſon,” Lord 1 'I 
Mayor, fay, that all men ſhallgive Notes pays 5-25 
able | in gold or in filver, becauſe it ſhall not be 


lawful to engrave or otheghiſe ſet d dawn upon a 
Mete, the words Bank of E : "oy * 


wwe ein win bring your name with ect 
pot to tholateſt po erity.;—you have obtained all the 
* boncours which yqù can expect on this fide the 


- 


*F 
* 


| : grave; ; you have had both places and — 
1 in the City and in the Court; in the Senate and N 
11. in Guildhall, your eloquence, your urbanity, and 
Fg. your difintereſtedneſs have ſhone confpicuous : 5 
N 85 * only honour that remains, is 251 have men 
f titoned, the Egyptian obeliſk Written with "0 


WHITE LETTERS ON A BLACK GROUND; and 
7 8  ſgered to the memory of Brook Wako 
5 Citizen, Muſican, and Bank Director. SR 
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